Bible Readings for the Fourth Sunday of Easter (year A)

COLLECT - Good Shepherd of the sheep, by whom the lost are sought and
guided into the fold: feed us and we shall be satisfied; heal us
and we shall be made whole; and lead us, that we may be with
you; for you are alive and reign, with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Genesis 7:1-5, 11-24
The LorD said to Noah, “"Go into the boat with your whole family; I have
found that you are the only one in all the world who does what is
right. Take with you seven pairs of each kind of ritually clean animal,
but only one pair of each kind of unclean animal. Take also seven pairs
of each kind of bird. Do this so that every kind of animal and bird will be
kept alive to reproduce again on the earth. Seven days from now I am
going to send rain that will fall for forty days and nights, in order to
destroy all the living beings that I have made.” And Noah did everything
that the LORD commanded.
In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the 17th day of the 2nd
month, all the outlets of the vast body of water beneath the earth burst
open, all the floodgates of the sky were opened, and rain fell on the
earth for forty days and nights. On that same day Noah and his wife
went into the boat with their three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and
their wives. With them went every kind of animal, domestic and wild,
large and small, and every kind of bird. A male and a female of each
kind of living being went into the boat with Noah, as God had
commanded. Then the LoRD shut the door behind Noah.
The flood continued for forty days, and the water became deep enough
for the boat to float. The water became deeper, and the boat drifted on
the surface. It became so deep that it covered the highest mountains; it
went on rising until it was about twenty-five feet above the tops of the
mountains. Every living being on the earth died—every bird, every
animal, and every person. Everything on earth that breathed died.
The LORD destroyed all living beings on the earth—human beings,
animals and birds. The only ones left were Noah and those who were
with him in the boat. The water did not start going down for a 150 days.

Psalm 23
I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
The Lord is my shepherd; therefore can I lack nothing. He makes me

lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.
I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

He shall refresh my soul and guide me in the paths of righteousness for
his name’s sake. Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff -
they comfort me.

I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;
you have anointed my head with oil my cup shall be full. Surely
goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I
will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Acts 2.42-47
Many were baptised and were added to the Christian community. They
spent their time in learning from the apostles, taking part in the
fellowship, and sharing in the fellowship meals and the prayers. Many
miracles and wonders were being done through the apostles, and
everyone was filled with awe. All the believers continued together in
close fellowship and shared their belongings with one another. They
would sell their property and possessions, and distribute the money
among all, according to what each one needed. Day after day they met
as a group in the Temple, and they had their meals together in their
homes, eating with glad and humble hearts, praising God, and enjoying
the good will of all the people. And every day the Lord added to their
group those who were being saved.

John 10.1-10
Jesus said, "I am telling you the truth: the man who does not enter the
sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in some other way, is a thief and a
robber. The man who goes in through the gate is the shepherd of the
sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him; the sheep hear his voice
as he calls his own sheep by name, and he leads them out. When he has
brought them out, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him,
because they know his voice. They will not follow someone else; instead,
they will run away from such a person, because they do not know his
voice.” Jesus told them this parable, but they didn't understand what he
meant. So Jesus said again, "I am telling you the truth: I am the gate
for the sheep. All others who came before me are thieves and robbers,
but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Those who come in
by me will be saved; they will come in and go out and find pasture. The
thief comes only in order to steal, kill, and destroy. I have come in order
that you might have life—life in all its fullness.

Copyright: Collect: © Church of New Zealand Psalm: © Church in Wales Others: © 1992 American Bible Soc



